
SUBJECT: Copies of Constructed Responses for December 2016 STAAR EOC 
  
November 29, 2016  
  
To the District and ESC Testing Coordinator Addressed: 
  
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that districts may retain a copy of each student’s 
STAAR English I or English II written composition and/or short answer responses assessments 
administered on paper in December 2016. If the photocopier has a memory function, be sure to 
clear it after copying confidential material. 
  
This process is available only for the December 2016 administration. The transition from 
separate forms to embedded supports in spring 2017 results in less necessity to reuse 
constructed response items.  
  
Further clarification from TEA 

 Are there any particular required protocols for when the responses may be copied?  
o Districts should follow their local security policies when making copies to ensure 

students not yet tested don’t have access to the written responses of other 
students. We would expect you to handle the copies in the same way as the 
actual answer documents for tested students during the week of December 5-9.  

 Do we have to wait until all students have tested or can it be done as students 
complete/answer documents have been turned in by test administrators? 

o We believe that DTCs can make these decisions based on the size of their district 
and in accordance with other established policies – we do not want to add or 
change what you already plan to do. Again, security is the main priority. 

 Are districts allowed to identify which compositions belong to which students?  
o Yes, this will enable you to later on review the responses and make a more 

informed decision when considering a possible rescore. We want to be 
transparent and rebuild the trust in the scoring process. 

 Is there a specific date until which the compositions must be kept secure? 
o No, with the understanding, as mentioned above, that security is our top priority 

during testing week. 

 Why are these not being provided by the state contractor? 
o The confidential images reports are not part of the December EOC reporting 

process (no scheduled release). 

 Will districts be able to get copies of students who test online? 
o No 

 How soon after the assessment can copies be made? 
o You can make the copies any time before submission.  

 Is there a waiting period before the responses can be used? 
o Please refrain from using the copied responses until the end of the December 

testing window. 


